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Newsletters are the Frosting
  on the Reader’s Cake 

Dear Qwerty,
 Do I really need a newsletter? They’re so 
time consuming. 

Creating a newsletter that keeps readers 
engaged is a challenge to everyone, especially if 
you’re an author who only has books coming out 
once or twice a year. What do you write? Do you 
have to come up with something once a week? 
Or, goodness help us, more than once a week?

No, you don’t. You do need the promo-
tional use of newsletters. They are a great writer 
tool. It’s another form of advertising. You’re 
connecting with readers, and that is huge!
Once a month is fine. 

Or, pay to use someone else’s newsletter 
to promote yourself, and your book(s). There are 
plenty out there who can help. Rates are $10 and 

up, depending on how many readers they have on their list.

So, how do you create a newsletter that keeps a reader 
engaged and interacting with you? Come up with a list of sub-
jects that interest you. (Don’t forget your book launches!) And 
go! Write away, that’s what you’re good at. 

Keep it simple, don’t get into long, drawn-out articles. 
You’ll lose your reader, and you definitely don’t want to do that. 
For example, in one newsletter write about something you expe-
rienced recently. Try to keep it positive, negative newsletters are 
emotionally draining. You don’t want to do that to your readers. 
Or, a favorite recipe? A vacation you fully enjoyed? A movie? 
Or, what? Even a book you read from another author. Want more 
suggestions? How about a book event you attended? The little 
free library you discovered…

Not coming up with an idea? How about helping out an 
author friend who’s releasing a book? Get her to guest write for 
your newsletter or make it an announcement newsletter. 

 Think about it. Someone has given you their explicit 
permission to contact them directly through their e-mail. That’s 
huge, and not a privilege that you want to lose.

Whether you have tens of followers or hundreds, they 
want you to keep it short and sweet. 

Then, of course, promote it. What? Yes, promote what 
you’ve written in the newsletter. That will get you more readers, 
or at least more readers to your page. 

How? Okay, you’ve twisted my arm enough. I’ll tell you. 
Let’s say you wrote about visiting a winky-dink town in Texas. It 
had three residents (sort-of joking) and a huge taxidermy muse-
um. You write about the museum, hopefully with pictures. 

Then you tweet it, post on Facebook, add a dash of the 
story to your blog, and then promote it on Facebook and Twitter. 
Don’t put it all on your blog, otherwise, why bother to sign up for 
the newsletters?

“@TaxidermyMuseumName had some fantastic animals 

Dear QWERTYDear QWERTY
NEWSLETTERS
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on display. Come see which one was 
my favorite and tell me which one you 
liked best. Subscribe to my newsletter 
www.mynewlettercontactinfo.com” 

Always try to keep it inter-
active, ask questions to them. It may 
have started out about you, and what 
you’ve experienced, but to make it in-
teractive, it has to be about the reader, 
about what also interests them. If you 
don’t grab their interest, they won’t 
want to interact. Remember, you’re 
trying to entertain them. 

Another thing you can do is 
find out what they like, what their 
interests are, and how you can expand 
on their needs and desires. Give them 
what they want.

You want them to feel import-
ant. The biggest thing that authors 
tend to forget, it’s not about you, it’s 
about the reader. I’ve said it before, 
and I’ll say it again. Follow back! 
They’re what’s important to you, by 
following back, you’re showing them 

how important they are to you.

 Keep it them and you.

Now, you don’t need to buy a 
program, or even a newsletter ser-
vice. Unless, of course, you want to 
because it’s easier for you. You can 
make it super simple. “Email me my-
newsletter@myname.com” to join my 
newsletter. And keep a simple email 
list on a saved document. 

If you prefer a newsletter ser-
vice, get some suggestions from other 
authors, set up your list, templates, 
sign-up form, and off you go. 

  Either way, once you get start-
ed it’s easy to keep up with the format 
of the emails and addresses. 

All in all, newsletters help find 
readers and increase book sales. Bo-
nus? You get to meet some awesome 
readers!

Dear Readers,  
Dear QWERTY is for you!  If 

you have a topic you would like us to 
pursue or a question that’s been bug-
ging you, let us know.  We’ll do our 
best to find the right answers.  Send 
you inquiry to adcmagazine.com.  We 
all learn!
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The Spotlight is Shining on The Spotlight is Shining on 
Ms. JanuaryMs. January

Deborah CampDeborah Camp

AdC:  Tell us about the genre(s) you 
write. Why did you choose to go in that 
direction? 
D.C.:  I love to read and write about 
romance. Period. I’m a sucker for it.

AdC: Tell us about the type of char-
acters you love to write about. 
D.C.: My heroes usually are Alphas 
with a good sense of humor. They 
might seem rough and tumble on the 
outside, but they are soft and gooey on 
the inside – especially when it comes to 
the heroine. I love a good bad boy, too. 
Personally, I don’t think there is a sexier 
male on the planet than a bad boy with 
a heart of gold..

AdC:  Do you have a new book or 
series?
D.C.: My new book is The Chosen 
One and I’m super excited about it! 
First of all, I loved writing it. It was 
so much fun! I fell hard for the hero 
– Alexander Grant. He’s one of those 
guys who has a reputation for being a 
bit of a prick, but he’s actually a nice 
guy. Handsome as sin with a British 
accent – I mean, how can you resist? I 
sure couldn’t! Therefore, can we blame 
Olivia Barnes for going along with his 
crazy “pretend we’re engaged” gambit? 
Don’t you love a “convenient/fake en-
gagement” plot? I do, but I don’t write 

them often because I’ve had trouble 
plotting one that I believed. Until this 
one! I jumped right into this one and it 
practically wrote itself while I sat back 
and enjoyed the heck out of these two 
fun, sexy characters. Alexander and Ol-
ivia will win your heart and make you 
giggle, too. Or I sure hope they do!

AdC: Favorite quote: :  
D.C.:  My favorite quote is “Don’t wait 
for your ship to come in. Swim for it!” 
That’s what I’ve done my whole writing 
career. I’ve been treading water like 
crazy. Haven’t reached that darned ship 
yet, but I’m still trying.

Author of more than 50 novels, Deborah lives in Oklahoma. She has been a full-time writer since she grad-
uated from the University of Tulsa. Deborah’s first novel was published in the late 1970’s, and her books have been 
published by Jove, New American Library, Harlequin, Silhouette, and Avon. She has been inducted into the Oklaho-
ma Authors Hall of Fame and she is a charter member of the Romance Writers of America. She is also a member of 

the Author’s Guild.  Deborah likes to write about strong, independent women and the men who are their equals.  
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AdC: If you were transported to the 
setting of the book you’re currently 
reading or writing, where would you 
be?
D.C.: I would be in a small town in 
Kansas. That’s where the book I’m 
writing now is set. It’s a contempo-
rary romance about a guy whose ship 
did come in, but he sank in booze and 
drugs. Finally getting clean and sober, 
he’s in Kansas seeing to his recently 
deceased mother’s house full of stuff 
she bought from the shopping network 
as he deals with finding his way back to 
his old self. 
 The heroine is helping him 
clean out the house and helping him 
restore his faith in himself and his tal-
ent. He’s an Academy Award nominee 
scriptwriter. I like this made-up town in 
Kansas. Makes me think of Mayberry 
and the little towns in Missouri where 
my parents were from and where I was 
born. I like those places where, if you 
have a flat tire, you can knock on the 
first door you come to and it will be 

someone you either know, dated, mar-
ried, or are related to in some way.

AdC: Do you hide any “Easter eggs” 
secrets/truths in your books that only a 
few people will find?
D.C.: I don’t do that, but I do have 
“life lessons” in every book I write. I 
deal with social ills through my charac-
ters and have them learn important truths 
that will make them better humans. I try 
not to “preach” but just illustrate and let 
the reader either grasp the meaning or 
not.

AdC: If you saw a doorway/portal 
in the middle of the forest, would you 
enter it?
D.C.: This is an interesting question. 
As a writer, I know I should enter that 
portal. But as a scaredy cat, I wouldn’t. 
With my luck, it would be a hell hole of 
some sort!

AdC: What scenes do you find hard 

to write and why?
D.C.:  Love/sex scenes and kissing 
scenes are the most difficult. They are 
also the most fun. So, figure that one 
out. I think because I’ve written so 
many of them, I feel that I must find 
new and interesting ways to say things 
in those scenes. Also, I’m always trying 
to make my readers “feel” the kiss and 
every other sensation. If readers aren’t 
turned on by a kiss scene or a sex scene, 
I know I have failed miserably. 

It’s also important to show 
characterization in those scenes. They 
need to be unique to the characters I’ve 
created. If I could plug into a sex scene 
of a hero or heroine from another book 
I’ve written and it would fit, I know I 
haven’t done my job as a storyteller. 

Love scenes should be reveal-
ing and enlightening. The reader should 
come away from those scenes knowing 
more about the characters and what 
makes them tick, what scares them, 
what turns them on, what stopped them 
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The Chosen One
“Grant Who Can’t.”

Alexander Grant has earned that title because he’s been engaged 
three times and never married. He’s chosen Number Four and has no 
intention of becoming her husband either. He’s only buying some time 
to convince his father that being married has nothing to do with being a 
capable CEO of the family’s company.

Olivia Barnes goes along with this scheme for her own reasons and 
has no intention of becoming Grant’s wife.

What they don’t intend is to enjoy each other’s company so much 
and crave each other’s kisses and caresses. What starts off as an advan-
tageous lark somehow morphs into a relationship neither one expected. 
But what’s real and what’s pretense? When lies are what bind two people, 
how can they trust their foolish hearts?

An Affaire de Coeur
from doing more than just kissing. They 
need to have a glimpse of their souls 
in those scenes. That’s why they’re 
difficult and challenging and interesting 
to write. When I’m working my way 
toward such a scene, I give it a lot of 
thought and then I make sure I’m in the 
right frame of mind before I tackle it. 
I need to be in a good mood and have 
plenty of time to write. I don’t want 
to be interrupted. Sometimes I listen 
to certain songs to get me more in the 
mood, but most of the time I just dive 
right in and get lost in the scene.

AdC: Will you be attending any book 
signings or conventions?  
D.C.: No. No traveling for me.

AdC: What’s something about you -- 
personality traits, habits, background, 
etc., that has been useful in your writ-
ing?
D.C.: I’m a former reporter, and I 
think being nosy has been an asset for 
me. The other day, I was thinking how 
strange it is that people aren’t as curious 
about other people as I am. For exam-
ple, I rarely know someone for long 
before I ask them how they met their 
significant other. I love these revela-
tions!  
 However, I can count on one 
hand how many people have ever asked 
me that question. A couple of my close 
friends have even called me out for 
“grilling people with questions.” I don’t 
mean to be rude. I’m just fascinated by 
people, and I love to hear about who 
they love, why they fell in love, why 
they fell out of love, who they regret not 
shagging, etc.
 Writers should be interested in 
other people, don’t you think? How can 
we create characters if we know only 
a few in our lives? Although I’m not a 
social person– I’m the kind that stands 
in a corner at parties and wishes I was 
home with a good book – I do love to 
“people watch.” 
 When I was a teenager, I used 
to go with a friend to the airport and 
watch arrivals because I loved watch-
ing people hug and cry and laugh and 
kiss each other hello. I especially liked 
watching the crew leave the planes be-
cause I imagined where they must have 
been – Paris? Rome? Athens? And, of 
course, I’d imagine the love affairs they 

would be having. I’ve dreamed up quite a few romance plots at airports.
For a list of books, visit her website at www.deborah-camp.com 
Blog http://deborahcampwritersdesk.blogspot.com
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/officialdeborahcamp
Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/debbycamp44/
Twitter -- https://twitter.com/AuthorDebCamp

Sneak Peek
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Meet the AuthorsMeet the Authors

Author Beverly Melasi-Haag

Hostess and author, Valerie Allen

Author John Hope

Meet the Authors

Author T.K. Lawyer

Author Fred Gray

 Meet the Authors Book Fair was held at the Eau Gallie Civic Center in Melbourne, Florida, on November 19 
& 20, 2022, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. During the event, attendees were lucky enough to have the book fair at the 
same time as the Melbourne Arts Festival.   Both days were filled with meeting fantastic authors and incredible read-

ers!
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 Admittedly, it’s a little early to be talking about 
baseball, especially since we haven’t had the basksetball All 
Star Game nor the Hockey All Star Game.  But it is coming 
upon Black History month, and the combination of those two 
things prompts this column this month. 
 My late father, William Roy Burkett, affectionately 
known as W.R., was an avid baseball fan (a fiend) and player.  
He was a catcher whose finger was deformed from dragging 
in the dirt.  From Irmo, South Carolina, he grew up in a time 
and place that prohibited black men from playing baseball 
and almost from being baseball fans.  He did, however, grow 
up in the time of the Negro League. 
 Anyone who played ball before Jackie Robinson 

played in that league.  Teams of all 
black players with names like The 
Black Crackers, The Baltimore Elite 
Giants, The Birmingham Black Bar-
ons, the Chicago American Giants, 
Cuban X-Giants, and The Detroit Stars 
were assembled in various cities.  Not 
allowed to play the teams with white 
players, they played against each other.  
The pay was lousy, but the talent was 
exceptional with players like pitcher 
Satchel Paige and hitter Josh Gibson, 
whose record still remains untop-
pled today.  My father claims to have 
played with Satchel Paige.  Paige was 
younger than my dad, but it could have 

happened.  The way he told the stories of Paige’s talent and 
presence convinced us that he did.  To support W.R’s claim, 
the Cleveland Indians drafted Paige in 1948 at the age of 42, 
a year after Jackie Robinson was drafted by the Dodgers, and 
Paige pitched 6-1, helping the Indians get to the playoffs..  
 I’m going to make this entire scenerio easy to envi-
sion.  Did you see A League of Their Own?  Replace Madon-
na, Geena Davis, and Rosie O’Donald with talented young 
black men who also played for the love of it, and you’ve got 
the Negro League.
 And the fans!  Sure, the fans of the Negro teams  
had to sit in the balconies in case there were whites in atten-
dance, but that didn’t seem to matter.  They packed the stands 
anyway.  You cannot imagine what it was like for black folks 
who had no other social life,  to get out and support their 
home team.  They dressed like they were going to church–in 
the latest chic fashions, hats and all, with each trying to outdo 
the others.  The under-the-table bets added a little spice.
 In the end, my father paid it forward.  When my 
brothers grew old enough, Little League baseball wasn’t 
intergrated either.  He started numerous children’s baseball 
teams in the city of Charleston, W. Va. because the old rules 
prevailed: (1) The teams only played with each other and (2)
none of the teams had both (or more than one) race on it.  He 
didn’t want to see the young black boys in Charleston de-
prived.  So he created the teams himself.  Sometimes he had 
to travel as far as London, Kentucky, or the border of Tennes-
see to find competition, but they were able to get a few games 
in during the year.
 I grew up on baseball.  We couldn’t afford a tele-

 AdC Celebrates AdC Celebrates

Stylish fans of the Negro League
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vision, but believe me, he and Miss Ber-
nice, the teacher from across the street, 
sat in the front yard and listened to 
every game they could.  They even bet 
(and won) on a few games.  As with the 
team in Bull Durham, Charleston had a 
minor league team, The Charleston Sen-
ators.  Because of the segregation rules, 
we did not attend any of those games.  
 The closest professional team 
to Charleston was the Cincinnati Reds 
with Vada Pinson and consequently the 
very first professional baseball game 
I attended.  I think W.R. just wanted 
my company.  All the boys were gone–
grown and out of the house, and it was 
either me or my mother, and she wasn’t 
going.
 Why all of this nostalgia? A 
friend of mine and I got stranded in 
Kanasa City while visiting a sick friend.  
Our flight was cancelled; we were given 
a dump of a room to stay in.  What 
is Kansas City known for?” I asked 
myself.  “Barbeque” is the first answer 
that comes to the fore.  Then I recalled 
that the Negro League Baseball Muse-
um was located there, next door to the 
Jazz Museum.  I could not possibly be 
that close to the Negro League Baseball 
Musem without paying homage to W.R.
 From the outside, it’s not par-
ticularly imposing.  It’s on a street with 
poor access due to heavy construction.  
To the right is the entrance to the base-
ball side.  To the left there are drums, 
kettle drums, with a narrator emphasiz-
ing their role in Jazz.  I went right first 
and paid our entrance fee.  I don’t recall 
what it was, but it was less than $20.00.  
As soon as you paid the fee, you enter a 

gift shop.  I’m crazy for stuff like this; 
so I made a mental reminder to stop 
there on the way out.
 Upon entry into the museum 
is the throne of bats.  That’s me sitting 
on this throne that holds its own with 
the Game of Thrones seat.  Made com-
pletely of baseball bats, it was impres-
sive.  Once inside, you can pick your 
route: (1) a look at the fans with an 
explanation of the importance of the 
sport to the race, (2) go through a kind 
of a Hall of Fame for the players, and 
(3) go onto the treasure of the whole 
museum, the baseball field, staged 
with the historically famous Negro 
baseball players.
 There are signs everywhere 
forbidding visitors from taking pic-
tures.  Hence, my display is not as 
elaborate as I would have wanted.  My 

first look was at the fans.  Their ticket 
purchases were not enough to support 
the teams, but their enthusiam made up 
for it.  Though the pictures of these fans 
are in black, white and sepia toned, one 
can still see the stylish attire and indi-
viduality, each woman competing with 
the others.  The sign in front of them 
reads, “Fans dressed ‘to the nines’ for 
the games which were the highlight of 
local social life in towns lucky enough 
to have a team.”
 The next area highlights the 
best Negro league players and the big 
donors who keep the museum alive.  

Part 2 explains who the Hall of Famers like 
Josh Gibson were...

...while visitors can stand beside this Josh Gibson, the bronze, 
life-sized statue on the field.

Commemorative plates have the names 
of the donors–Sprint Foundation, J.E. 
Dunn Construction Company, etc.  Visi-
tors are offered an opportunity to donate 
in person, by mail or online.  This is im-
portant because places like these depend 
on donations.  If we are to maintain and 
pass on our history–even entertainment 
history–we have to take an active role.
 The bats, flanked on each side 
by a black bat, are lined against the 

continued on page 16
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Gung Hay Fat ChoiGung Hay Fat Choi

Year of the RabbitYear of the Rabbit
wall and separated by a black baseball.  
Each bat boasts a name: Buck Leonard, 
Satchel Paige, Cool Papa Bell, Oscar 
Charleston, John Henry “Pop” Lloyd, 
Martin Mihingo, Josh Gibson, and Buck 
O’Neil.
 The final area, the pièce de 
resistance is the ball field–with real 
flood lights!   Constructed on the scale 
of a real baseball field, it shows all the 
positions in relationship to each other.  
The best part is, however, that each 

position has a life-sized bronze-sculp-
tured player who represents the best the 
League had to offer in that position.  On 
the pitcher’s mound was Satchel Paige.  
I stood beside him, and his 6’ 3” inch 
frame was as realistic as they come.  
You will get chills because of the pos-
sibility of actually sharing the baseball 
field with these greats.
 The entire self-guided tour 

Visitors don’t have to imagine seeing Jackie 
Robinson and Satchel Paige confer on the 

mound.  It’s right there

wants to do that?), it could take about 
two hours.
 There is, of course, a gift shop, 
but I did not get the “rip off/captive 
audience” feeling that I have felt in 
so many shops.  “Authentic” jerseys 
costs about $80 and ranged in size from 
extra small to 5XXXX.  A comparable 
NFL jersey costs circa $200.00.  Cups, 
sweaters, pencils, books, hats, socks–
you name it and they probably had it 
there. AND, they offered to exchange 
via mail if I got home and found I had 
the wrong size.  When have you seen 
that?   If unsure, you don’t have to make 
a purchase on the spot. Get a catalog on 
line and order it from: 

Negro League Baseball Museum
1616 E 18th St, 
Kansas City, MO   64108
Phone: (816) 221-1920

 Whether you are a baseball fan 
or not, I encourage all of you if you are 
in the area, visit this magnificent muse-
um.  If you cannot visit, make a dona-
tion  The Negro league lasted almost 30 
years–from 1920 to 1951-and was an 
intricate part of our “National Pastime.”  
Don’t let this part of our history die.  
Salud to W.R.

Satchel

takes as much time as the visitor wants 
it to take.  If thorough, it could take 
half a day.  If zipping through (and who 
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The Spotlight is Shining on The Spotlight is Shining on 
Ms. February 2023 Calendar SpotlightMs. February 2023 Calendar Spotlight

Pam BinderPam Binder

AdC: Tell us about the genre(s) you 
write. Why did you choose to go in that 
direction?
P.B.: I love to write in a variety of 
genres from romance, historical, fantasy 
to young adult fiction, because I like to 
read in a variety of genres. And I am 
grateful my publishers support me and 
my vivid imagination. My interests span 
a wide range of topics. I was a science 
fiction nerd before that was mainstream 
and had a chat with Dr. Stephen Hawk-
ing over his cameo in a Star Trek TV 
show.   

AdC: Tell us about the type of char-
acters you love to write about. 
P.B.: As a history and research geek, 
I learned that the way women were por-
trayed throughout history was incorrect. 
Everyone has heard of Cleopatra, Joan 
of Arc, or Queen Elizabeth I. There 
were many more. Women were doctors, 
architects, inventors, painters, sculptors, 
and writers. They defended their castles 
and homes when men went off to war. 
They fought alongside men in battle, led 
armies, negotiated treaties, and advised 
kings and queens. Women were as they 
are now: unstoppable. That is one of 
the reasons I write. I want to tell their 
stories. 

AdC:   Do you have a new book or 
series? 
P.B.:   I am working on two series. One 
is a Regency, and the other a fantasy set 
in Ireland.  

AdC:  Favorite quote? 
P.B.:  There are so many, but this one 
speaks to me today. “Do or do not. 
There is no try.” Yoda. 

AdC: If you were transported to the 
setting of the book you’re currently 
reading or writing,where would you 
be? 
P.B.: A great question!  I would be 
transported to 1814 England. 

AdC: Do you hide any “Easter eggs” 
secrets/truths in your books that only a 
few people will find?
P.B.: Another great question. I do 
extensive research for all of my novels. 
My main focus is always to shed new 
light on the real lives of the women 
throughout history. My goal is to not 
just entertain, but to teach my readers 
something about history they might not 
have learned in school. 

AdC: If you saw a doorway/portal 
in the middle of the forest, would you 
enter it? 
P.B.:  Of course! I was reminded of 
my need to see the unseen at a writers’ 
conference last weekend. Our retreat 
was on the ocean, and the tide was 
going out. The sand in this area was like 
quicksand, and a few people were stuck 
up to their ankles before they pulled 
free. Someone said they thought they 
saw a whale but didn’t feel it was safe 
to venture further out. I ignored every-
one and almost got stranded, but I saw 
the whale surface. Well worth the risk. 

AdC:  What scenes do you find hard to 
write and why? 
P.B.: Each book is different so that is 

Pam Binder is an award-winning New York Times, USA Today, and Amazon bestselling 
author.  She resides in a suburb of Seattle, Washington, beneath snow-capped mountains 
where she set her Matchmaker Café time travel series. Pam writes young adult, romance, 

historical, time travel and fantasy fiction. She likes to write about strong women, and 
infuse myths, legends, and magic into everything she writes. 
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hard to generalize. Sometimes the battle 
scenes are a challenge. Sometimes it is 
the sex scenes. But when that happens. 
I keep writing until the scene becomes 
clear. 

AdC: Will you be attending any book 
signings or conventions?  
P.B.: BookLovers in June and Pacific 
Northwest Writers Conference in Sep-
tember 2023. 

AdC: What’s something about you -- 
personality traits, habits, background, 
etc., that has been useful in your writ-
ing? 
P.B.: I am curious about literally 
everything. I’m always asking the ques-
tion, what if? I like to know the origin 
story of everything. I’m fascinated 
about nature’s connection to us and us 
to it. 

Please give us the following contact 
information:

Excerpt from:
Wylder Times

 Douglas Eagle Greyeyes, shapeshifter and member of the Blackfoot 
tribe, rescues a beautiful woman, but the signs in the stars tell him her arrival in 
his world is not accidental. His mortal enemy will soon attack, and the woman 
could either save or destroy him.
            Vanessa O’Casey witnesses her mother’s hit-and-run death. Descended 
from Irish Travelers, she and her mother never settled anywhere, and Vanessa 
finally realizes they were running from someone. But she never asked to be sent 
to another time.
            When the killer finds Vanessa, she and Greyeyes must fight—not just for 
their lives but against their growing attraction—if they are to defeat a common 
enemy as powerful as the forces of nature.

Pambinder.com

Facebook.com/pam.binder.5
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Cooking for the Romantic Author and ReaderCooking for the Romantic Author and Reader

Super Easy
Winter Recipes and BeyondWinter Recipes and Beyond

 Good Eatin’ doesn’t end on January 1st.  It’s only the beginning.  
AdC asked some of its favorite authors and came up with some of the best 
recipes that can be prepared from the beginning of the year to the very end.  
Try some of these out, and let us know.

Author Teri Riggs’--Granny D’s 5 Cup Salad
Ingredients:

1 cup canned Mandarin Oranges
1 cup pineapple chunks
1 cup Miniature marshmallows
1 cup shredded coconut
1 cup sour cream

Author Deborah Camp’s 
Fruit Ambrosia

“We serve this almost every Christ-
mas.  It’s also good to take to pot 
luck dinners.  It’s addictive!!!”

Ingredients:
1 #2 can sliced peaches, drained
1 #2 can pineapple chunks, drained
1 #2 can Royal Ann cherries, drained
1 c. minature marshmallows
1 c. roughly chopped pecans
3 eggs, well beaten
3 t. sugar
3 T. lemon juice
1/2 pint of whipping cream

Directions:  

Mix together and refrigerate 12-24 
hours.
Stir well before serving.
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Directions:

Mix eggs, sugar and lemon juice in a  small pot.
Heat over medium heat, stirring constantly.
Cook until thick.
Cool and fold in whipping cream.
Fold fruit into mixture.
Refrigerate 24 hours before serving.

Elizabeth Hubbard’s Borrowed Grapes

Ingredients:

4 lbs seedless grapes, washed and dried
8 oz. cream cheese
8 oz. sour cream
1/2 c. granulated sugar
1 t. vanilla
3/4 c. light brown sugar
1 cup chopped pecans

Directions:
Mix cream cheese, sour cream, sugar and vanilla. 
Pour over grapes.
Mix brown sugar and pecans.
Add to coated grapes and toss.

“I make this a day or two in advance for the flavors to 
‘blend,’ but it can be served immediately.

Lucy Monroe’s 
Cream Corn Casserole

Ingredients:

2 cans of creamed corn
6 eggs
1/2 cup of half and half
1 sleeve of Saltines crushed
Dash of salt and pepper

Directions:

Mix all ingredients and pour into a baking dish sprayed with 
non-stick cooking oil.
Bake at 375 for 40 minutes.
Let stand for ten minutes after baking.
Serve hot!

We would LOVE to have your favorite 
recipe.  Send them to adcmagazine.com
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*Louise’s Vegeterian Black-Eyed Peas
African-American foklore mandates that you bring in the 
new year with black-eyed peas.  This tradition began in 
the Civil War because people felt lucky to have them.

Ingredients
1 pound bag of dried black-eyes (or fresh or frozen if 
you prefer)
1 medium sized yellow onion diced into small pieces
5 cloves of chopped garlic
1 cut carrot
1/2 pepper (Jalapeno if you like it hot or bell pepper if 
you don’t.)
1 vegetarian bullion cube
1 tsp of liquid smoke
2 quarts  of water
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
Pick through the peas for bad ones then soak them in a 
large bowl overnight.
(Water level should be at least 2 inches above the peas.)
Put the peas in a 3 quart pot and cover them with water.
Add onion, garlic, pepper, carrot, bullion, and liquid 
smoke.
Bring to a boil, then lower the temperature until they are 
simmering.
Cook at least two hours. (or 20 minutes in a pressure 
cooker.)  They should have a nice soup, but not watery.  
Peas should be tender.
Add salt and pepper to taste.
*Meat eaters, ccok your meat until tender then add it to 
the peas.

Pamela Ackerson’s Potato Snackies

Ingredients:

3-4 Russet Potatoes or more (whatever amount you de-
sire) cut into slices
1-2 T. of Olive Oil
1/2 cup of shredded Mozzarella or Parmesean cheese
1/2 pound of Pepperoni Slices per pound of potatoes
Salt and Pepper to taste

Directions

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F.
Coat a cookie sheet with the olive oil
Spread the potatoes over the oiled cookie sheet in a single 
layer.
Bake 34-40 minutes.
Pull baked slices out of the oven.
Sprinkle shredded cheese generously over the potatoes.
Cover the potato slices with pepperoni.
Put back in the oven for five minutes.
All done and enjoy!

       P U Z Z L E R
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       P U Z Z L E R
  Happy New Year!  Happy New Year!

Across
 4. She’s there to tell of the future.
 8. Paper items on the table to wipe your 
mouth.
11. The kind of glass you drink #17 
Down from.
12. Long paper decorations that are 
used on the ceiling.
13. Everyone wants to take a picture 
here– _____ Booth.
15. Yahtzee, Clue, Taboo, Rummy
17. Chill the wine in this.
l9. This ball descends toward midnight.
21. In____ or e_____ , Come to the 
party.
22. A verbal salute while holding a 
drink.
24. Flowers or other items set in the 
middle of the table.
25. ___ and dips
26. This decoration goes at the top of 
the room.
29. Small timepiece.
30. This jar contains the promises one 
makes for the new year.
31. Martinelli’s makes this kind of 
cider.
34. Dressing like someone else, usually 
famous.
35. The best part--when the guests 
move around to the music.
37. Larger than posters, they hang on 
the wall and have a message.

Down
 1. This board contains meat and cheese.
 2. Ten, nine, eight ..... ..
 3. Cherry bombs, crackers,
 5. Torn up pieces of paper.thrown in 
the air.
 6. The items worn over the face to keep 
others from recognizing you.
 7. Gifts  for the guests. Party ______..

 9. Hot air ________.
10. Knives, spoons, forks,
13. ________ Crackers. Treat-filled 
items that are popped at midnight.
14. A selection of music played from 
the ipod.
l5. “All that ________.”
16. The color of the flower arrangement 
to welcome the year.
17. The Bubbly.
18. A type of # 3 Down, this shoots off 
bright lights.
20. The french call an appetizer this: 
Hors d’______.
23.  Scenery provided when taking 
pictures.

24.  Shrimp, Manhattan, Daiquiri, Mar-
garita are all ____________
27.  Paper things for the head.
28.  The paper thing you blow.
32.  Traditional New Year’s song ____ 
Lang Syne.
33.  Fancy items to stir the drinks with.
36.  Peanuts, candy, crackers, etc.

Answers on page 28

Let’s Keep the Party GoingLet’s Keep the Party Going
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The Bridgerton Experience 
The Ambiance
Regency Fashion

 It burned through romance lovers like a wildfire.  
Before it hit the screen, Netflix’s debut of the Shondra 
Rimes’ “Bridgerton” series had fans salivating because so 
many components of what romance fans really love were 
included.
 It was based on romance author Julia Quinn’s 
Regency romances written in the 90’s.  It’s a Regency 
romance novel. Though these novels tell a story of romance 
between two unlikely people, Regency romances highlight 
the idiosyncracies of the period–the dress, the cultural 
practices, the strict mores, the societal expectations, and the 
language.  In a controlled setting, a pure, upperclass woman 
seeks to marry up to a husband who is titled and rich.
 Included in the plot was the Pride and Prejudice 
war between Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet.  In season 
one, the names were Simon Basset, the Duke of Hastings, 
and Daphne Bridgerton.  Season two brought Anthony 
Bridgerton and Kate Sharma.
 A Shondra Rimes production is always worthy be-

cause she dares to challenge the status quo.  Because of her, 
the cast was multi-cultural and multi-raced.  When I turned 
on Netflix and saw a black Duke, I became giddy.  Queen 
Charlotte, married to King George, (yes, the same one whose 
mental capacity was questioned and who reigned during the 
Revolutionary War), was black.  Half of the British aristocra-
cy, called the ton, were people of color.  
 Unlike the traditional Regency romance, Ms. Rimes’ 
version pushed the limits with sizzling sex.  Whether it was in 
the second season with Anthony Bridgerton and Kate Sharma 
or Daphne and Simon, it was hot.
 Someone had the wisdom and wherewithal to rec-

This young lady typifies the enthusiam of the guests with her 
through her Regency ensemble.

Dear friend and author Judith Hill made her lovely gown and 
crocheted her matching purse.
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to jewelry are put on display from the 
time one enters the room.  Hosts escort 
and provide guidance to guests, and one 
would think from the way they were 
dressed that they were sent from Queen 
Charlotte’s court.  One of the first thing 
one notices is the lack of men.  This is 
not one of the venues whereby you can 
go and hope to meet someone.  BYOM 
(bring your own man) or do without.
 Once inside, there is a variety 
of things to do.  There was a scavenger 
hunt listed on the activities, but when 
I inquired about it, I was told, “they 
decided not to do it.”  I pointed out that 
there was no reduction in the $80 ticket 
coinciding with the reduction in activ-
ities.  I got the “I have nothing to do 
with that.  I just work here” answer.  No 
worries.  
 From the entry room, guests 
can veer right and see the cocktail/
mocktail area.  Little tables are situated 
throughout if one prefers to sit while 
sipping.  There is something for every-
one to drink, with or without alcohol.  
The choices were listed on the menu 
with drinks named after the Bridger-
ton characters and champagne!  It was 
good, potent stuff.  For a non-drinker 
like yours truly, it was perfect.

ognize that people were 
hungry for more.  What if 
Bridgerton could be turned 
into an immersive, inter-

active experience for fans?  Hence, 
in answering this question the ninety 
minute Queen’s Ball: A Bridgerton 
Experience was born.  They tried it 
in a parking lot in L.A. first, and it 
was so successful, they rented more 
elegant venues, i.e., the L.A. Bilt-
more to hold the event.  Soon, there 

a vestibule with a throng of people, some 
of whom were dressed to the nines with 
extravagant hair styles, make-up and 
elbow-length gloves.  A formal invitation 
from Lady Whistledown, the gossip who 
knows all, is on the table.  It contains a 
list of drinks and other things available for 
sale.   Everything from gowns and shoes 

were plans to spread the experience over the country.  
Thus, The Queen’s Ball: A Bridgerton Experience 
can be found in Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, 
Atlanta, Denver, Minneapolis and San Francisco.  The 
experiences are not all the same!  For example, cast 
members from the Netflix production attended the Los 
Angeles gathering, but we in San Francisco, were not 
so lucky. 
 The producers of the Bridgerton Experience 
provide the atmosphere, but to get maximum enjoy-
ment from it, guests should wear Regency finery.  I 
went with my daughter, Celsa, my faux daughter Tina, 
and my dear friend Judith, and all of us were dressed 
Regency style.  My gown was a simple black one, and 
Judith styled my hair into Regency elegance.  Gaudy 
green jewelry topped off my outfit while black se-
quined heels nearly caused my demise. (Explanation 
later.)  Judith made her gown, and it was beautiful.  
She had been impatiently waiting for a reason to craft 
this exquisite cloth into a dress (and a small purse).
 The producers of the Experience rent out 
a huge place and decorate it in Regency ballroom 
style.  Before entering the main area, guests wait in 

A typical Regency gown

These two dapper men prove it wasn’t just 
a ladies affair

Real Bridgerton fans loved going back in time

Tune into the next issue to see the 
entertainment and the Queen’s selec-
tion of her “Diamond,” the ingenue 

most likely to snag a husband.



26                                                                                                Affaire de Coeur                      

My posse--left. to right. Celsa Snead, Tina Sturdevant, 
Judith Hill and moi!

It’s all about the ambiance.
Sit here and have a drink from the menu to the right.

Queen Charlotte
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     Contemporary 
                  Romance

R E V I E W S
ppppp     Amazing/Excellent
pppp        Good
ppp           Average
pp            Something’s missing
p                 More than one ele-                            
          ment missing

 Sometimes a book does not 
quite fit into the description above.  
That is when the reviewer will use 
1/2 to indicate it is better than its 
description but not quite at the next 
level.
 Books are evaluated on 
(1) Characterization (2) Plot (3) 
Pacing, (4) Writing and (5) Origi-
nality.

Be Our Guest

 Do you think  you can write 
a fair and honest review of a book 
you’ve recently read?  Here’s your 
chance.  We accept guest reviews.  If 
you would like to submit one, pick a 
book that has just come out, whether 
you liked it or disliked it, and write 
a review of it.  It’s not as easy as 
you think.  Send it to our website at 
www.adcmagazine.com.

Authors,
We’d love to review your books!  
Are you brave enough for an hon-
est review?  If so, send it in at least 
three months before the pub date to 

adcreviews@att.net

The Chosen One
Deborah Camp
Self-published
E-book
B0BKR4HF55
pppp1/2

 Alexander Grant has been engaged 
three times, but never quite made it to the 
day of final commitment. His father had had 
enough. He held the family business pro-
motion over Alexander’s head if he didn’t 
choose one of the women he’d selected for 
Alexander to marry.
 Olivia Barnes’ friend was invited 
to the party and couldn’t attend so Olivia, 
a freelance journalist, went in her place.  
Olivia Barnes goes along with this scheme 
for her own reasons and has no intention of 
becoming Grant’s wife. She had her own 
agenda, and marrying the arrogant Alexan-
der Grant wasn’t it. 
 When the betrothal was an-
nounced, Olivia knew there was something 
deep behind this debacle and she was going 
to find out what that was…
 The Chosen One is a quick mov-
ing, enjoyable, and wonderful story that 

grasps the reader from the very first page. 
This reader loves feisty main characters, 
they just make the stories rock!
Elena B

Take the Lead
Alexis Daria
St. Martin’s Griffin
Trade Paperback
978-1250817969
ppppp

 Gina Morales, a native New 
Yorker, had danced all her life. All she 
had ever wanted was to be a profes-
sional dancer and make the big time. 
She was entering her fifth season as 
a pro dancer on the hit TV show The 
Dance Off and was presently on her 
way to meet her celebrity partner. She 
was praying for a Winter Olympian of 
some sort or at least an athlete – some-
one who would bring in the fan votes 
that she currently wasn’t enjoying. But 
flying in a small seaplane headed into 
the wilderness of southeast Alaska, 
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   Contemporary
          Romance

Gina figured her prayers had not been 
answered. After all, what celebrity hung 
out in the forest of Alaska?
 Stone Nielsen had been told by 
the producers to expect a city girl, and 
Gina definitely was that. He and the rest 
of his family were the stars of the real-
ity show Living Wild and actually lived 
off the grid in Alaska. Stone was actual-
ly an engineer who given up a thriving 
business in Juneau to move to the wil-
derness to help his family. They needed 
the money, pure and simple. And when 
the producers spotted Stone at 6’5”, 
long blond hair and beard and muscles 
to die for, they insisted that he be part of 
the reality show. No Stone, no show. 
 It was all a fake and Stone hat-
ed it. But surprisingly, the show was 
a hit, and he was stuck. Now, because 
his mom had had hip surgery and they 
needed the money Stone could earn on 
the dancing show, he had reluctantly 
agreed to participate – but forgot to 
mention that he couldn’t dance.The 
moment Gina saw Stone and Stone 
saw Gina the chemistry between them 
sparked dizzyingly bright and all the 
pure clean air in Alaska was sucked 
up. Gina didn’t know about Stone, but 
she couldn’t breathe. He was the most 
beautiful man she had ever seen, and he 
was all hers for the next few months! 
Stone looked up from chopping wood 
(bare-chested, of course) and saw the 
tiniest and prettiest city girl he had ever 
met! He had to put his axe down before 
he chopped off his foot or something 
because all the blood had drained from 
his brain. And as shy as he was, he had 
to put his arms around her and dance?
 Take the Lead has become this 
reviewer’s #1 read. With my love of 
dancing and being an avid fangirl of 
Dancing with the Stars, the beauty of 
this story with its detailing the behind-
the-scenes of reality shows and how 
they’re crafted kept, me riveted until 
the perfect end. The spark between 
Stone and Gina is very real, but the 
secrets they have to keep and the lies 
they have to keep up is sending mixed 

Let’s Keep This Party Going!
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signals that they will have to deal with. 
Ms. Daria has penned a first novel that 
will keep you up nights as you swirl, 
twirl and glide across the dance floor 
in your mind and root for Gina and 
Stone to win the mirror ball trophy! 
Her descriptive writing makes you feel 
like you are actually there, learning 
the dance steps while falling in love. 
A definite five stars and a keeper! Well 
done, Alexis!
Lani Roberts
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   Historical Romance
A Wicked Game (Ruthless 
Rivals #3)
Kate Bateman
St. Martin’s Press
Mass Market
978-1250801586
pppp 1/2

 Kate Bateman explores the 
long-lasting rivalry between the Davies 
and Montgomery families in A Wicked 
Game, Ruthless Rivals #3. 
 Captain Morgan Davies re-
turns to London to take revenge on the 
cartographer whose incorrect map led 
to his being shipwrecked, imprisoned, 
and tortured. Imprisonment gave him 
clarity about his feelings for his life-
long nemesis Harriet Montgomery, 
from whom he’s also returned to claim 
three kisses—his prize from their latest 
bet. He’s set on convincing Harriet he 
wants to spend forever with her, despite 

a lifetime of bickering, rivalry, and 
one-upmanship. To his surprise, she’s 
the mapmaker responsible for his cap-
tivity. Morgan uses this to his advantage 
to seek his sweet revenge and seduce 
Harriet into marriage.
 Despite his taunts and challeng-
es all these years, Harriet has always 
desired Morgan. Unfortunately, caring 
for her father with his failing eyesight 
and dealing with a competitor map-
maker copying her work doesn’t leave 
her time for playing their exhilarating 
games. Morgan makes Harriet feel 
alive; so she fights the temptation and 
her attraction out of self-preservation. A 
threat from Morgan’s past puts Harriet 
and Morgan in danger and draws them 
closer together. That, plus the intima-
cies they share when Morgan claims his 
kisses, leads to Harriet’s realization that 
the intense emotions tying them togeth-
er aren’t about them being enemies after 
all.

 Morgan and Harriet are likable, 
complex, fallible, and wonderfully de-
veloped. Harriet is prickly, intelligent, 
strong-willed, and smart-mouthed. With 
a profoundly loyal heart, Morgan is a 
handsome scoundrel. Despite always 
being at odds, both have a warped sense 
of humor, sharp wit, and a shared love 
for adventure and the absurd. Morgan’s 
and Harriet’s fiery, humorous, and 
steamy interactions are so fun, yet bring 
them closer. A simple “I dare you” or “I 
bet…” is all it takes to get the other to 
do whatever they want. 
 The pacing is perfect. Despite 
some moments of angst and suspense, 
the novel’s tone is lighthearted. A Wick-
ed Game is a captivating, funny, sexy, 
sweet, steamy, and romantic historical 
regency read with a touch of suspense.
Lacy Hill
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Encore in Death (In Death 
#56) 
J. D. Robb
St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover
978-1250284082
ppppp

 Actors, Eliza Lane and her 
husband, Brant Fitzhugh, are throwing 
a huge party. He brings Eliza her signa-
ture drink.  But before she can even take 
a sip, her friend, Sylvie, suggests that 
Eliza sing a song. She hands her drink 
to Brant.  Moments later he silently 
toasts Eliza and takes a drink.  Suddenly 
there is a crash! Brant has collapsed!  
He’s dead!  Murder cop Eve Dallas de-
termines that Brant has been poisoned.  
But the poison was in Eliza’s drink.  
Was it meant for her instead of Brant?
 Brant is one of the most well-
liked actors in the world.  Eliza, on the 
other hand, is known as a hard-ass.  She 
demands perfection from herself and 

everyone around her.  If Eliza was the 
target, there are plenty of suspects.  To 
name just a few: there’s Brant’s ex-girl-
friend or possibly Eliza’s stalker.  And 
what about the mother of Leah, the girl 
whose death allowed Eliza to step into 
her first Broadway role, a role that be-
gan the rise to stardom that should have 
belonged to Leah?
 For that matter, Sylvie is the 
one who urged Eliza to sing, thus be-
ginning the chain of events that lead 
to Brant’s death.   But it’s ludicrous to 
think Sylvie’s behind this.  Isn’t it?
 While this is a continuation
of a series, Encore in Death is a 
standalone story.  Unsurprisingly, it’s a 
fantastic book!
Sheila Griffin   

Mysteries
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AAudio   Booksudio   Books
Includes all genre, 
and all time periods.

Make a Wish
Helena Hunting 
Narrated by Jason Clarke and 
Stella Bloom
Macmillan Audio
978-1250881915
ppppp

 A live-in nanny, Harley Spark, 
almost kisses the widowed father of her 
one-year-old charge. Suddenly, they 
moved across the state, and she never 
saw them again. For Harley, it becomes 
a life-defining moment she wishes to 
take back. 
 Unexpectedly, Gavin Rhodes 
and Peyton, his nine-year-old daughter, 
attend a princess-themed birthday party 
Harley’s family’s event hotel Spark 
House hosts. And Harley’s breaking 
out in hives. Gavin, however, appears 
utterly oblivious to Harley’s inner 
turmoil, suggesting lunch. Harley thinks 
it’s a chance for closure. But what if 
it just opens wounds she thought had 
healed? Harley wishes she could see the 
future.
 Bloom and Clarke bring Hunt-
ing’s heartfelt, romantic love story to 
life. Bloom’s narration perfectly fits 
the characters, even Gavin and Har-
ley’s brothers-in-law. While Clarke’s 

narration fits Gavin, his best friend, his 
parents, and his daughter at times, it 
doesn’t fit Harley at all. They narrate 
the characters with distinct voices that  
differentiate between characters. They 
brilliantly capture and express grief, 
fear, confusion, loneliness, sadness, 
longing, and happiness. In addition, the 
narrators use their ranges to express/
portray Harley and Gavin’s deep inti-
macy, chemistry, desire, and passion 
during Hunting’s well-written, intense, 
intimate moments and steamy and sexy 
love scenes. 
 Hunting’s deft character de-
velopment, worldbuilding, detailed 
and vivid description, draw the reader 
in from the first scene. Harley is kind, 
loving, intelligent, and supportive while 
reconnecting with Gavin and Peyton 
and becoming a part of their lives again,
 Harley is also figuring out 
her place in Spark House’s franchise 
plans, what she wants to do with her 
life, and what she wants out of it. After 
Gavin and Peyton moved, she stopped 
nannying. Instead, she began manag-
ing promotions/PR for Spark House 
and throwing their children’s parties 
before returning to her child develop-
ment studies. A devoted, loving single 
father, Gavin lost his wife in childbirth 
and remains haunted by guilt and grief. 

Peyton’s smart, sweet, adorable, artistic, 
empathetic, and wise for her age. Her 
relationship with Har is adorable
 Make a Wish is a fast-paced 
sweet, cute, emotional, sexy, steamy, 
angsty romance exploring themes of 
loss, grief, trauma, following your 
dreams, taking risks, forgiveness, heal-
ing/recovery, and blending families af-
ter a loss.
Lacy Hill
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year-old boy who longs for adventure.  
He’s spent his entire life in the Verne 
Center at Copernicus on Luna.  Matt 
and his friends decide to sneak away for 
a couple of days.  They tell their parents 
that they’re staying at a friend’s house.  
Instead, the kids take a train trip to 
Farside, a city on the dark side of Luna.
 Meanwhile, Matt’s father, 
Albin, is trying to solve Luna’s water 
crisis.   In ten years, the current system 
of harvesting water will no longer be 
feasible.   The best solution, the MI-
RAGE stardrive, has only been used 
once.  The unit delivering the water ar-
rived in one-centimeter pieces.  And the 
man who was accompanying it? He was 
just a smear on the landing pad.  At-
tempts have been made using robots or 
animals to accompany the water, but for 
unknown reasons, those options don’t 
work.  It can’t be operated by remote 
control.  There must be a conscious hu-
man aboard and that human will die.
 This is a coming-of-age story.  
There are only ten pages or so of action.  
This book has very little plot. It was not 
an interesting book. 
Sheila Griffin

         Booty
Reviews from other genre

Brave Face
Caroline Crocker and Meta A 
Evenbly 
Amsterdam Publishers
E-book
B0BGZN8FRD
pppp

 Life had been good, and typical 
for a young child before the war. The 
memories of being bombed haunted her 
along with the fear she’d endured when 
the sirens went off. Meta was five years 
old when WW2 encroached upon their 
peaceful world.  She watched a man get 
murdered by the Nazi’s. It changed her 
life forever.
 When the Netherlands surren-
dered to Germany, times became much 
worse. They endured starvation, pover-
ty, and extreme prejudice. 
 Brave Face takes the reality of 
yesterday from a different perspective 
and shows the strength and endurance 
of the survivors of WW2 and their end-
less courage to persevere. 
Lauren Calder

The Door
Jamie Burris
Self-published
E-book
B0BLCNW57K
pppp 1/2

 The Door is a fantastic, graphic 
short story with a poetic theme.  It helps 
the reader reach a deep search of their 
inner hidden fears and skeletons. It’s a 
unique way of getting the reader to open 
their mind to healing.  
 The journey is real.  This is the 
first time this reader has experienced a 
book so different and unique. It’s a great 
read for all ages and if you’re looking 
for something for yourself or a special 
gift, this is it!
Lauren Calder 

Growing up Weightless
John M. Ford
Tor
Trade Paperback
978-1250269102
pp

 Matthias Ronay is a thirteen-
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           Booty   Booty
We are Still  Supposed to be 
Slaves
G.B. Lynch
Self-published
Trade Paperback
979-8672047386
ppp 1/2

 This was a nonfiction 
chronicle of the treatment of 
African-Americans, Blacks, and 
their history. The author, at times, 
threw in personal comments making 
a few claims that were confusing to 
the reader. 
 The title and the fantastic 
history are conflicting. The 
explanation as to why Blacks are 
still supposed to be slaves was 
not explained. The history buff in 
this reviewer had me nodding in 
approval. She was right on target 
and very accurate with the historical 
information.
 The author claims that much 
of the history she has put in the book 
was never taught in schools. I don’t 
know where she attended school, 
but this reader was taught most of 
the history mentioned in her book. 
However, my personal opinion when 
it comes to slavery in the US: the 
one percenters who owned slaves 
back then, and the one percenters 
now? Yes, if many of the one 
percenters could own slaves now, 
they probably would. 
Lauren Calder

Whippin Debt’s Ass
Stenell Myers
Self-published
Trade Paperback
978-1667851532
pppp

 Living paycheck to paycheck 

Wild Massive
Scotto Moore
Tordotcom 
Hardcover
978-1250767745
pp1/2

 Carissa lives in an elevator in-
side The Building, an infinitely tall sky-
scraper in the center of the multiverse.  
Any floor can contain anything.  One 
could have a desert oasis and the next a 
tropical rainforest.  The Association is 
the organization that decides whether a 
floor (and its citizens) have access to the 
elevators.
 Something lands on the roof 
of Carissa’s elevator.  It’s a wounded 
shapeshifter.  As she gets him into the 
elevator, there are more thumps.  The 
Enforcers have arrived.  They will tear 
the top off the elevator to get to Andasir, 
the shapeshifter.  Carissa tells the eleva-
tor’s AI to teleport her and Andasir, to 
safety.  The Enforcers are not teleported 
with the elevator.  
 The closest safe floor has an 
elevator stop that is unmapped.  Ca-
rissa hesitates to disembark.  Once the 
door closes on an unmapped stop, the 
elevator can’t be recalled. Pounding on 
the outside of the elevator makes the 

decision easier.  The Enforcers are back.  
She and Andasir jump out the door. 
They’ve got to find a mapped elevator 
stop before The Enforcers find them. 
 The Enforcers are after Andasir 
because he is defecting to the Associa-
tion.  Andasir says that the Association’s 
war against his people has resulted in 
the creation of a weapon of mass de-
struction.  It will obliterate more than 
a thousand floors.  Andasir is going to 
stop it.  Carissa decides to help.
 While some parts of the book 
are interesting the plot is very hard to 
follow.  
Sheila Griffin

may be a right-of-passage for someone 
young, struggling to make  it on 
their own, but as we mature and find 
ourselves making more money, it 
shouldn’t hold anyone back from living 
a comfortable life. 
 Having a strategy and a budget 
are all things that should be common 
sense, but it seems, many are not taught 
these rules of survival.The author opens 
up about her personal debt and how she 
managed to reach a point of financial 
comfort. This book is perfect for people 
who’ve never understood or was taught 
the meaning of living within your 
means. It’s comprehensive and honest. 
Lauren Calder
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 A

A Bittersweet Collection of 
Tales and Stories
Miranda Pardee
Self-published
E-book
B0BLTJ7CQ8
ppp

 “DraGone” is a story of 
genocide and revenge. To show true 
bravery, the dragons are killed off, 
except one lone survivor. Bertha, a kind 
witch, has found Amanda, the dragon, 
and wants to help save her. Bertha gives 
her a potion to transform her into a 
human shape.
 A peasant named Ben joins 
them to find the last dragon, but 
Amanda has other plans.
 “The Queen and Her Castle” 
begins when the queen locks herself 
within her castle with the assistance 
of a witch who cast a spell to hide 
all the openings. The queen set out a 
challenge–any man who could break 
through the barrier would be her 
husband. This creates more problems 
than she could possibly imagine.
 “Toxic” is a story of a creature 

who’s been turned into a poisonous 
being and is hidden in a cave. A 
merman arrives one day and wants 
jewels for his girlfriend, declaring that 
the creature’s poison will not harm him. 
A battle arises between the creature, the 
dastardly pirate who cursed him, and 
the merman.
 A Bittersweet Collection of 
Tales and Stories is a very difficult read, 
since the book and stories were not 
traditionally formatted. There are no 
paragraphs, no indentations nor spaces 
to let the reader know there is a change. 
The dialogue was formatted in the midst 
of the narrations and mixed in with 
different POVs. Most of the stories were 
interesting and very different. Kudos for 
the author for attempting to step out of 
the box.
Lauren Calder



                                                                                                  Affaire de Coeur                                                                                       35

Late!Late!  

Didn’t quite make it in the last issue

Includes all genre and all time periods

Cinderella Masquerade 
(Texas Cattleman’s Club: 
Ranchers and Rivals #7)
LaQuette
Harquelin
Mass Market
978-1335581457
pppp

 In LaQuette’s Cinderella 
Masquerade, a wealthy player seduces 
a nerdy bookworm out of her protective 
shell, unexpectedly falling for her. 
 Jayden, a laid-back, easy-going, 
wealthy player, has become bored with 
social events and society women. But 
underneath the façade he presents to 
the world lurks a quiet intensity and 
longing for more. After being blown 
away and captivated by a sexy, masked 
red queen he dances with at a masked 
ball, he becomes obsessed with finding 
her. Little does he know she’s been right 
in front of him all along.
 A nerdy, socially awkward, and 
self-protective Brooklyn-born Black 
girl, Zanai doesn’t fit in with Royal’s 
wealthy society. Although she’s beauti-

ful, intelligent and accomplished, she’s 
learned to hide her true self because of 
experiences as the child of a toxic par-
ent and with people who don’t get/re-
spect her or her interests.  She is content 
with life, using her Ph.D. in Psychology 
to work with neurodivergent kids.
 LaQuette’s vivid and detailed 
description, colorful and authentic-
sounding dialogue, complex and well-
developed characters, sweet banter, 
intimacy, and sexy interactions between 
Zanai and Jayden draw you into her 
character’s lives and this emotional 
novel. It’s surprising how easily Jayden 
discovers Zanai’s identity, but it leaves 
most of the book free to focus on 
developing their relationship. Laquette 
develops a lovely romance about 
Zanai and Jayden evolving with their 
relationship—because of each other’s 
presence.
 Jayden’s drawn to Zanai’s quick 
intelligence, honest and straightforward 
personality, forthrightness with him, 
and depth of character. Zanai finds 
Jayden’s disinterest in what others 
think about him and quiet intensity 

intoxicating. Firmly believing things 
can never go beyond what they share 
at the ball because of their differences, 
she wants to keep things casual to avoid 
getting too emotionally involved so she 
can walk away before getting hurt. But 
she ends up falling for him anyway. 
Jayden falls deeply for Zanai, becoming 
ultra-protective of her. Zanai discovers 
her own strength and is empowered to 
stand up for herself and what she wants 
with her controlling and emotionally 
abusive father. Zanai helps Jayden to 
feel comfortable letting his guard down 
and sharing his true self, which he’s 
kept hidden for so long.
 Cinderella Masquerade is a 
steamy, slightly angsty, funny, sexy, 
emotional, fast-paced contemporary 
romance that explores belonging, issues 
of race and social/financial status, self-
discovery, self-confidence/self-esteem, 
and neurodivergence.
Lacy Hill
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