


Spotlight On: C. A. Szarek

USA Today Bestselling, award-
winning author of romantic 
suspense and epic fantasy romance, 
C.A. loves to explore different 
genres. If it�s a good story, she�ll 
write it�no matter where it fits.

When she�s not buried in a 
book�writing or editing�you�ll 
find her with a strong cup of coffee 
and a furbaby nearby.

She has a deep love for storytelling, especially when it involves 
magic, romance, and hard-earned happy endings. Writing isn�t just 
her job�it�s who she is. Editing, too. She�s worked with countless 
authors to shape their stories, and loves helping good books become 
great.

At home, she�s surrounded by the best kind of chaos�three 
rescues who run the house. Milo, her Great Pyrenees, is gentle and 
big-hearted. Mia, her Pyrador, is an energetic wild child. And Millie, 
her tuxedo cat, rules it all with strong opinions (especially about lap 
space).

C. A. also runs an Etsy shop, Paper Dragon Trinkets, where she 
creates handmade bookmarks and dragon-inspired accessories�a 
little magic from her hoard for fellow readers.

She�s a tattoo-loving, travel-chasing, coffee-obsessed book 
nerd�and wouldn�t have it any other way.

Do you have a new book or series?

I don�t have a new series, but I am working on book four of my 
King�s Riders series, and it�s called Dragon�s Call. I don�t have hard 



release date, but I hope to have it out by the end of 2026! It�s exciting 
because I get to finally write about DRAGONS! 

Where did the idea for this story come from?

This book is Lucan�s story, who was in the previous books, and 
it�s finally his turn. But the story does have two couples, since 
Lucan�s bestie also finds his love in this book. It�s part action-
adventure, like the other stories, and of course, a happily ever after, 
or two. LOL.

Who�s your favorite character in your new book or series? 
Why?

I don�t really pick favorites. I would say some characters 
resonate differently with me than others. I love them all, they are 
like my kids. I have always loved Lucan, who was only 13 in the 
first book, and I knew he would have a story, so I am glad it�s his 
turn.

Are there specific people or events that helped shape the 
story?

Not really. There are things that happen in the series that cause-
and-effect the storyline, but each of my books is standalone within 
the series, so they are their own contained stories. It�s just that my 
characters all know and care about each other.

Do you get inspiration from personal experience or just plain 
imagination?

I am sure I get inspiration from the world around me, but it�s 
nothing on �purpose� as weird as that sounds. I am not a plotter�so 
I just sit down and write, it�s called being a �pantser� (writing by the 
seat of my pants) so I don�t plan what I write, and sometimes, I don�t 
know what is going to come out, LOL. Sometimes I know general 



scene facts, or what needs to happen next, but for me, I need the 
story form organically.

Have you ever driven down a road or gone on vacation and 
thought, wow, this would make an awesome story? 

Oh, for sure all the time. But just because I have an idea doesn�t 
mean I have time for it, LOL.

Do you need silence or background noise when writing?

Music, but it can�t be familiar music that I know, so I won�t get 
swept up in the words.

How do you stay motivated?

The voices in my head. No, seriously. LOL. My characters talk 
to me, and let me know if I�m too lazy.

Do you take time off once a book is sent to the editor, or do 
you move on to the next story?

Really depends on what�s next and how driven I am to jump to 
the next story. Most times, when I finish a story, I grieve the couple, 
because their on-page journey is over. So it is always different, so 
sometimes it�s a week and sometimes it�s a month.

It�s time to sit back and relax. What�s your go-to?

Binging TV. Depending on the mood I am in as to what I want 
to watch but if I can�t find something new, I can always put Golden 
Girls or the original Charmed on.

Will you be attending any book signings or conventions?  



Yes, I have several on deck in 2026. On May 3, I will be at Tupps 
Brewery in McKinney, TX for Get Lit Adult Book Fair. August 15, 
I will be at an event called Book Me Romance, in Fort Smith, AR at 
the Fort Smith Convention Center. September 5, I will be back close 
to home in Fort Worth, TX for the Muses of Storytelling, and the 
last thing for sure right now is Buns & Roses, in Garland, TX on Oct 
18, 2026. However, if you want to see if I jump into any other 2026 
events, you can always check out my Events page on my website: 
caszarek.com/in-person-book-events

Please give us the following contact information:

Personal web page: caszarek.com
Twitter.com/caszarek
Facebook.com/caszarek



Excerpt Dragon�s Call by C. A. Szarek

Dragon�s Call, King�s 
Riders Book 4, will release 
late 2026, early 2027.

This excerpt feels 
especially special to share 
because it�s from a work in 
progress that hasn�t been 
released yet. It gives a first 
look at these characters and 
the tone of the story, which 

makes it a little more personal. � C.A. Szarek

Dragon�s Call

The moon was high and bright and gave off enough light to tell 
her she didn�t have many more steps until she�d reached her 
destination.

�Senior Rider?� 
The male voice was low and familiar, but Nyja didn�t place it 

until she met a pair of crystal-clear green eyes.
Her heart skipped, and not because the knighted mage had 

startled her. Sir Lucan Dagget�s eyes were unusual, and gorgeous, 
like he was.

She paused on her journey, allowing him to close the distance to 
her side. Nyja hollered at herself to relax and smiled. �Good 
evening, Sir Lucan.� She chided herself for using his first name. She 
should�ve said his surname, despite that she�d managed to remember 
his honorific. She didn�t know him, really. The instinct to be so 
casual with him had her questioning herself.

He offered a nod, and the ghost of a smile played at his lips.



She tried not to stare. 
His mouth was perfectly shaped, like his high-cheekbones and 

his short, shaggy sable locks that currently appeared windblown. Sir 
Lucan was probably a few inches past six feet, and he was leanly 
muscled, with broad shoulders and a tapered waist.

She was used to seeing him with a sword strapped there, but he 
didn�t have one now. The knighted mage was dressed simply, in a 
short black mantel that stopped mid-thigh, and obscured his tunic 
beneath. His breeches were brown and his boots a darker hue of the 
same, and they were high, covering his calves. 

He was so handsome; it took her breath.
�Good evening, although it�s past that now. Is everything all 

right?�
Nyja nodded. �Aye, Lord Aldern has a message run for me.�
�Right now? I assume it�s urgent then.�
�So he said.�
�May I ask where you�re headed?� His eyebrows, which were 

black and somewhat delicate for a man�s, were drawn tight in 
concern. They were also perfectly shaped and added to his good 
looks.

Nyja had the instant need to reassure him.
Why?
She cleared her throat. �Tarvis. The message is for Lord 

Lenore.�
�Ah, I see.� His handsome face settled a little, but he seemed to 

be trying to guess at what was going on.
Perhaps the duke would tell him. He was the head mage of the 

Province, after all.
�I�d better go.� She thumbed in the direction of the stables.
�May I escort you?� The knighted mage smiled and gestured for 

Nyja to continue walking, before she even gave him the nod. 



Spotlight On: Pamela Ackerson

Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and 
Wall Street Journal bestselling 
author, Pamela Ackerson is a time 
traveling adventurer. She lives on 
the Space Coast of Florida where 
everyone is encouraged to reach for 
the stars! 

Her literary journey is as 
diverse and adventurous as the 
time-traveling escapades she writes 
about. With a rich tapestry of genres 
at her fingertips, she weaves stories 

that span from the wild frontiers of the Old West to the intricate 
cultural tapestries of Native American history. Her work doesn't stop 
at fiction; she delves into the realms of history, self-help, and 
marketing, showcasing a versatility that resonates with a wide 
audience.

Do you have a new book or series?

I have a new book coming out at the end of June, Dragons of Mu

Where did the idea for this story come from?

We were traveling back from a book event when I was looking 
in the clouds. I like to do that to see what kind of shapes they look 
like. For most of the trip, we saw dragon clouds and even one of the 
trees had grown around wires and looked like a dragon!  Somebody 
was trying to tell me something.

Who�s your favorite character in your new book or series? 
Why?

I adore Lottie. She�s tough, feisty, and adventurous. Everything 
I am not.



Are there specific people or events that helped shape the 
story?

I enjoyed doing research on the mythical Island of Mu. It was 
fun and well, dragons!

Do you get inspiration from personal experience or just plain 
imagination?

A little bit of everything for me. Experience, imagination, and 
people watching.

Have you ever driven down a road or gone on vacation and 
thought, wow, this would make an awesome story? 

Absolutely. Déjà Mew, The Guardian Awaits, The Wilderness 
Series, Dragons of Mu, The House on Cedar Ridge. Hmm, looks 
like a pattern.

Do you need silence or background noise when writing?

Silence. Absolute silence. I tend to become part of the story, and 
tend to see it happening in my head like a movie.

How do you stay motivated?

I don�t force myself to write. By doing that, it keeps the 
enjoyment and the words flowing.

Do you take time off once a book is sent to the editor, or do 
you move on to the next story?

Yes. Usually I�ll take a month or two. By doing that, I also get 
to focus on promoting the story and attending events.

It�s time to sit back and relax. What�s your go-to?



I�m a Disney girl! And if that�s not in the cards, it�s by the pool, 
fishing, or at the beach.

Will you be attending any book signings or conventions?  

Space Coast Book Lovers, Cape Canaveral, FL
June 17th - 21st

RAWR, Columbus, GA
June 26th, 27th

Ocala ComicCon, Ocala Equestrian Center
Ocala, FL September 19 - 20

Please give us the following contact information:
Personal web page: PamelaAckerson.net
Twitter: @PamAckerson
Facebook: pam.ackerson.7



Excerpt Pamela Ackerson�s 

Dragons of Mu

She rubbed the back of her head, 
felt a small lump, and winced. Her 
head was throbbing. Her knee was 
yelling at her and now she heard 
angry, men�s voices. 

One of them yelled, �Over 
there! There she is. Get her!�

Another pulled out a long knife 
and they ran toward her.

Amy rushed into the woods. 
Turning around, she could see they 
were catching up to her. 

Up, Amy, up. They won�t be looking up.
She climbed an oak tree as high as she could. Pulling on the long 

skirt, she squatted on a branch.
The branch felt odd and slithered underneath her. A large, 

looming face in the shape of a dragon stared at her unblinking.
Holy cr�
The creature put a long claw to its mouth and said, �Shhh.�
Amy took a deep breath. A scream was building inside her but 

before she could release the ear-piercing screech, she was muzzled 
by the creature. Her heart jolted as its wing enveloped her and she 
lost consciousness.



A few moments later, she was gulping for air. Fully expecting to 
open her eyes and see the hotel lobby, she was stunned to be staring 
into the eyes of a dragon.

�A dragon, a huge dragon with big, green eyes.
You�re safe.
Amy shook her head. �No. No, I�m not. There�s no okay in this, 

whatever this is at all. This is crazy. Why is this happening?�
Where did you come from?
She stared at his mouth. It wasn�t moving. 
This hallucination was freaking weird. A talking dragon that 

didn�t move his lips. They�re going to take her away and leave her 
in the psych ward for the rest of her life.

Her eye began twitching. It wasn�t real. None of it makes sense. 

Think, Amy. Dragons aren�t real. How could a dragon talk? 
Anything can happen in a hallucination. She repeated to herself. 

This isn�t real.
Was she dead? Is this purgatory? Her own personal nightmare 

of an afterlife? Could she have injured herself so badly that she died?
She wasn�t a bad person. It certainly wasn�t in Hades. Well, it 

better not be Hades.
A talking, psychic dragon communicating with his mind. 
Of course, it makes soooo much more sense.
She watched as the men ran into the woods, searching for her. 
The dragon spoke in a deep, soothing voice, �Why are you 

dressed in that garb?�
Amy stared at the huge beast. 
The beast�s green eyes penetrated her with a questioning glare. 
�A� a party. We were going to a party.�
. 



Cover Model Corner with Chad Deal

Debra: What was the first 
book cover you appeared on and 
how did it come about? 

Chad: I do not remember 
the actual first book cover I did; 
however, it was one of my first 
bookings when I moved to 
Manhattan in 1976. I signed with 
Ford Men modeling agency and 
my booker asked if I would be 
interested in posing for a 
photographer who exclusively did 

book covers for romance and action paperbacks. She explained 
that even though the job paid less than the going rate at that time, 
if the photographer liked your work, you could be booked 
regularly. Being new to the city, I was ready to take pretty much 
any job (as long as it did not involve nudity), so off I went, not 
realizing at that time I was on the path to becoming the lead male 
model for the burgeoning paperback industry. My “paperback” 
career lasted for the full eleven years that I worked in NYC.

Debra: If you could do a photo shoot anywhere in the 
world for a cover, where would you most want to go? What sort 
of shoot would it be? 

Chad: I think I would have to say Paris just because of the 
romance that even the name conjures up. Besides, are not the 
French known as lovers? LOL And besides, as a person who loves 
to cook, and the father of a chef, I love French food!

Debra: What other types of modeling have you done?



Chad: The mainstay of my 
modeling career was always 
catalogue. That was always steady 
once you became established with 
the different catalogue houses 
(photography studios that 
specialized in that field). However, I 
did many commercials and national 
ad campaigns over 20 years as I 
developed my career. I began 
modeling in 1965 in my hometown 
of Miami, FL and also worked as a 
watersports director while living on 

a 31-foot sailboat. I took two years off to serve our country in the 
Armed Services and upon my return to civilian life, began to 
complete my college education. I graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Barry University in 1973 with a major in classical piano and 
a minor in drama. During this time, I was modeling and acting to 
pay for my schooling. My first actual job as a model/actor was a 
“stand in” for the father on the TV series “Flipper”, a show about 
a dolphin that was filming at the Miami Seaquarium. My next job 
was a bridal fashion show where I was the only groom paired with 
about 12-15 young ladies. By the end of that show, we were all in 
our underwear and I said to myself (as an 18-year-old male) I can 
grow to like this! I worked in Chicago for a year (1975) then 
moved to the “mecca” of modeling, NYC in 1976. During my 11 
years in the city, I also made a couple of trips to Milan and 
Hamburg which were two hotspots for modeling in Europe.

Debra: What was your most memorable photo shoot and 
why?

Chad: A couple of my best memories would be visiting the 
rainforest during the filming of a commercial for the Puerto Rican 
Tourist Board, a trip to the Inca ruins in Peru for a catalog shoot, a 
series of Australian cigarette commercials in Quebec, and a trip to 



Sedona’s red rock country where the crew and I travelled by 
horseback to shoot for my long-time client BVD underwear. This 
was the culmination of their ad campaign where I was featured as 
a modern-day cowboy.

Debra: Beyond modeling, what other projects keep you 
busy? 

Chad: I enjoy playing music, especially classical piano. 
Even though I have a BA degree in Music from Barry University, 
I have never sought out a career in that direction. I was the main 
drummer for an African dance troop for 6 years which I found 
greatly enhanced my understanding of rhythms.

Then there is surfing which I love doing, and in recent 
years I have begun to deepen my studies of martial arts, an 
interest of mine since the late 1960’s.

Debra: What's one question you wish an interviewer would 
ask? 

Chad: What is my outlook on life?  “The Golden Rule”
Debra: If you wrote a book, what would it be about? 

Chad: How each side of my family came to the US and what 
their journeys were like. Basically, my 
origin so I could leave that heritage to 
my children’s children.

Debra: Your fitness level is 
beyond the average persons. What is 
your exercise routine and what sort of 
nutrition plan do you follow to 
achieve and maintain your level of 
fitness?

Chad: I do not have a 
regimented workout program. I train 
martial arts on a daily basis 
(sometimes reading) and teach a 2-
hour class twice a week on my own 

and assist a friend with his school 2-hour classes twice a week. I 



enjoy being in the ocean either body surfing or with a surfboard. I 
also try to get in a once-a-year snow ski trip.

Debra: When traveling, it can be a challenge to maintain a 
fitness routine and a nutrition plan. How do you meet that 
challenge?  

Chad: Martial art training is something you can take with 
you anywhere and I usually try to visit other schools when I am 
traveling. I consider myself an accomplished cook and enjoy 
preparing my own meals, so I tend not to eat out very often. Even 
though I try my best to eat organically produced foods I do not 
constrict myself to any particular diet. 

Debra: If you could share three simple fitness tips the 
average romance reader could do every day to stay healthy, what 
would they be?  

Chad: Breathe deeply and investigate Chinese Qi Gong. 
Take walks/hikes or any outdoor activity for that matter. What 
matters most to me is fresh air, light workouts, good food, and 
exercising the brain. 

Debra: It's your birthday dinner and calories don't count. 
What's on the menu and what are you drinking?  

Chad: A salmon filet smothered in fresh ginger and lemon 
and a stir fry of “cole” veggies with a light vinaigrette, small side 
of quinoa and a tequila with OJ and pomegranate juice. 

Debra: Describe the perfect romantic evening.  
Chad: A moonlight walk after a meal on the beach with 

someone you can share without inhibitions.
Debra: Please share one unusual fact about you or your 

life.  
Chad: I have been blessed with many different choices in 

life: Had a lawn care biz as a teenager, was a member of the 
Labor Union at the age of 18, spent about 10 years as a water 
sports instructor, 20 year career as a professional model, obtained 
a Magna Cum Laude BA Degree in Classical piano, spent 15 



years as one of the lead organic farmers in our community, 25 
years as a real estate broker. 

Debra: Eight Quickie questions: 
Watching the sunrise, or the sunset and the stars?  
Both but definitely the stars. I love searching out the 

constellations
The beach, or the mountains?  
Oh, the beach is my fav but the mountains and nature 

in general appeal to my primal nature.
Primitive camping, or luxury hotel?   
In the first part of my life, I enjoyed camping and 

canoeing in wilderness areas but with age I can also enjoy the 
luxury of a nice hotel

Snow skiing, or water skiing?  
As stated, I was a water ski instructor in my youth and 

took up snow skiing when I moved to NYC.
Favorite movie: “The Princess and The Warrior”, “The 

Professional”



Best book you ever read: “The Master and Margarita”, 
“Les Miserable”, “The Rise and Fall of The Third Reich”, 
“Stranger in a Strange Land”

Fav. Sport to play: Martial Arts
Fav. Sport to watch: More of a doer than a fan
Chad, thank you for chatting with me. It's been fun getting 

to know you. Readers can find more of Chad’s pics and book 
covers here: 

https://www.facebook.com/chad.deal.180/photos_albums
Website: www.chaddeal.com

Debra Parmley is a best-
selling, award-winning, multi-
genre author of over 40 books, 
specializing in military romantic 
suspense and contemporary 
romance set in Montana and 
Wyoming. Drawing from her life 
as an adventurous traveler and the 
wife of an Air Force veteran, 
Debra crafts high-stakes stories of 
danger and redemption from her 
current home in North Carolina in 
the summer months. She and her 

husband who live in a motorhome often winter in Florida.  
Since 2011 she has interviewed cover models on Cover 

Model Corner and enjoys sharing her interviews with readers of 
Affaire de Coeur Magazine. www.debraparmley.com

https://www.facebook.com/chad.deal.180/photos_albums
http://www.chaddeal.com/
http://www.debraparmley.com/


TropiCon Book Event

Hot Springs, Arkansas  April 9, 10th, and 11th

Thursday Night Welcome Meet & 
Mingle

Hosted by Lynessa and AJ Layne 
the Hot Springs event began Apr 
9th with a casual social mixer. 

Friday�s schedule included an interactive reader and author panels 
with an author and reader buffet. 
Friday night had the attendees. 

enjoying au d�oeuvres and a 
birthday bash celebrating new 
releases from the attending authors. 

Saturday was the big signing with over 75+ authors.



Author Jaime 
LewisAuthor Maria 

Author

Maria Elena Alonso-Sierra

Author

Sherrilyn Kenyon



Authors Pamela Ackerson (left) RR Born (right)

Check out the Tropicon Events: TropiConBookExpo.com



The Flagler County Book Fest 

Held at the Palm Coast Library on Saturday, May 2, 2026,
authors and readers got together for a wonderful and successful 
book event for all who participated.

The event was held at the Flagler County Library in Palm 
Coast, FL. Local authors of all genres shared their work with the 
community.

The Flagler County Book Fest is sponsored by the Flagler 
County Friends of the Library and is a celebration of creativity, 
storytelling, and the love of reading.

Hostess Gemma Rose

Author TK Lawyer




































